
 

Reading Guide for DS Louisa Williams Look Over Your Shoulder 
 

Louisa deals with human behaviour on all levels – sometimes through her work and 

sometimes in her own life. Her philosophy is that everyone has rights but those rights must 

not impact negatively on other people.  

Louisa has hinted that she likes being away from her family, what kind of home do you think 

she came from?  

• Loving 

• Close 

• Hard-working 

• Busy 

• Caring 

What other words do you think might describe her upbringing and family life? 

 

Louisa doesn’t have any pets so all her interactions are with other humans. We have not yet 

seen how she interacts with animals. Perhaps she will get a pet one day, to fill some of her 

lonely hours but as her job is so demanding, she is afraid that she won’t have too many lonely 

hours to fill and her pet may feel unloved and neglected. 

She likes the feeling of having no ties – no regular boyfriend, no children, no family close by, 

no pets – sometimes she would like to have someone to confide in or get comfort from, but 

mostly, she is happy to be on her own. 

If Louisa did decide to get a pet, taking her lifestyle and personality into consideration, what 

kind of pet would she get? 

Some other questions you might like to consider; 

• Louisa struggles to convince her male superiors that she can do her job. Do you think 

female officers still have a hard time today? 

• Louisa and Mark are attracted to each other. Do you think a relationship between 

them would be frowned on by their colleagues and superiors? 

• Are Louisa’s visions simply female intuition or is there something paranormal going 

on? 

• Why do you think the killer reacted so violently to his victims’ rejection? Mental 

illness, stress, psychopathy, abuse? What possible reasons could there be for his 

reaction? 

• Why did Louisa’s colleagues think they had the right to disrespect her? Discuss the 

problems associated with bad leadership and poor judgement. 

• Do you think Louisa and Mark will eventually give in to their attraction? If they do, 

what effect will it have on their work? If they don’t, what effect will it have? 

 


